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LONE PEAK IHC WORKING A SPOT FIRE ON THE HORSE VALLEY FIRE, UT

CREW OVERVIEW:

The Lone Peak Hotshots are a nationally recognized Type 1 Interagency Hotshot Crew
(IHC), based out of the Lone Peak Conservation Center, in Draper, Utah. Established in 2001
under a cooperative partnership between the United States Forest Service Region 4 and the Utah
Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands, Lone Peak became the first state sponsored hotshot
crew in the nation. Operating under this partnership, Lone Peak is held to all of the national IHC
standards that the Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management hotshot crews must follow in
addition to strict state standards. Two notable differences from other interagency hotshot crews
are: Lone Peak IHC must be available nationally for dispatch 180 days (May 1 to Oct. 31) each
year and seasonal employees are allowed the option to be call when needed during the winter
months in addition to working up to nine months each fire season.

SEASON OVERVIEW:

The Lone Peak Hotshots began and ended the 2009 fire season with dispatches to
California. In between the two trips to California, LPIHC fought fire in five additional states with
most of the season spent in the home state of Utah. Smaller fires dominated the fire load this
season with most fires being I.C. Type 3 or smaller. During the slower times of the fire season,
LPIHC worked on National Fire Plan projects through out the communities of North Eastern
Utah.




On April 13, 2009 all seasonal crew members were hired, pack tested, and put into
training for a period lasting just over two weeks. The crew went available nationally on May
30" 2009 and received our first dispatch a week later to the Jesusita Fire in Santa Barbara,
California. After returning to Utah, fuels reduction projects closed out the remainder of May and
carried the crew into the third week of June before the next fire dispatch.

Dispatches to smaller fires continued to keep the crew busy throughout July and August
and eventually lead up to the Mill Flat Fire in Southwestern Utah, which went Type 1, burning
12,607 acres. After the Mill Flat Fire, the crew did a few more weeks of project work before
travelling to Oregon for the Tumble Bug Complex. Following the Tumble Bug, a short trip to
Nevada came a week before ending the season with a short dispatch to California. The order was
for prescribed burning on the Six Rivers National Forest but a fire in the Redwood National Park
was also attended to. The crew officially disbanded for the 2009 season on October 27, 2009
after being available for fire for 181 days.

HIRING:

Hiring for seasonal positions on LPIHC was very competitive for the 2009 fire season.
Over a hundred of applications were processed for seven crew member positions. Three positions
were filled internally; bringing in crew members from the other Lone Peak Conservation Center
resources. The other four positions were able to be filled by very experienced firefighters from
various locations throughout the U.S. The folks hired brought vast amounts of training and
qualifications to the crew.

INJURIES:
Lone Peak Hotshots had no lost time injuries for the 2009 fire season.

TASK BOOKS/TRAINING:

Task books and training are a large part of Lone Peak’s daily crew operations. Due to the
large number of ICT3 and smaller fires, LPIHC was presented with many training opportunities.
The crew was able to complete the following task books through out the 2009 season. Six single
resource task books (2-TFLD, 2-DOZB, 1-CRWB, 1-FIRB). Other operational task books
(2-1CT4, 1-FALC, 2-FFT1, 4-ICT5).

DETAILS:

Three details were accomplished during the 2009 fire season. In April, Donny Bennett,
Crew Assistant Supt., detailed into the Wasatch Front FMO position for the State of Utah for a
time duration of nine months. This detail presented UFRA Crew Boss, Wade Snyder, the
opportunity to fill in as the Crew Assistant Supt. for the 2009 season.

In September, Brent Morrison, Squad Leader, took a 10 day detail on a State Fire Warden
Engine in Weber County. This detail was utilized as a training opportunity for ICT-4
assignments in an area that typical sees a large amount of late season fires.

In addition to these two details, LPIHC was able to move Jamie Schnick, Lead
Crewmember, to Dromedary Peak Fuels Module to act as the crew leader. This was a three
month detail which allowed for vast amounts of leadership training as well as a Crew Boss task
book to be signed off. This detail allowed Lowden Perkins, crew member, the opportunity to fill
in as the Bravo Squad Lead Crewmember.




2009 PROJECTS:
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2009 CREW MEMBERS:

SUPERINTENDENT: MATHEW ARMANTROUT
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT: WADE SNYDER

ALPHA SQUAD

SQUAD LEADER:
PRESTON LEY
LEAD CREWMEMBER:
BRETT LARSEN
CREWMEMBERS:
KYLE YURKOVICH
DANIEL LANG
MICHAEL JEFFERSON

2009 DETAILERS:

BRAVO SQUAD CHARLIE SQUAD

SQUAD LEADER.
KRIS BRUINGTON
LEAD CREWMEMBER:
LOWDEN PERKINS
CREWMEMBERS:
GREG WINTERLAND
DARREN O’LOUGHLIN
ANDREW GUINTA
JAMES NORVELL
NATE MOELLER

SQUAD LEADER.
BRENT MORRISON

LEAD CREWMEMBER.

DEAN BURES
CREWMEMBERS.
BEN COVAULT
JOHN SIMS
DAVIS OATWAY
CHRIS KOEHLER
STEVEN TAGGART

DAVE VOYLES, RYAN LAFONTAINE, TAYLOR NELSON, JAMIE SCHNICK




